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On the seder table, we all know that we have three matzahs. There are many interpretations
for the three matzahs, but the most common interpretation is that they stand for Kohen, Levi,
and Yisroel. Actually, there is an argument between the rabbis whether we should have two
matzahs on the table or three. We know that we break the middle matzah so that before we
actually make the blessing on the matzah we have two and a half, and those that claim we
only need two actually only have one and a half before they make the blessing. Every
Shabbat and Yontif, we are supposed to have Lechem Mishna on the table, which means two
complete loaves. This reminds us of the time we wandered in the desert and were supplied
by G-d with manna. On Friday, we were given a double portion so that we would have food
for Shabbat when the manna did not fall. The manna fell on a layer beneath and had a layer
of dew on top. That's why on our Shabbat table we have a tablecloth underneath and a white

cover over the loaves.

On pesach, Rashi, the Tosfos, and the Rosh say that we need two and a half matzahs. We
need the two matzahs for the Lechem Mishna, and we need a half a matzah to remind
ourselves of the bread of affliction, about the brokenness that we endured in Egypt. The
Rambam, on the other hand, says we need only one and a half matzahs. After all, if we
have two and a half matzahs, we will have more than we would have on a normal holiday,
and how can this depict depravation? We know that on a normal Shabbat and holiday, if we
use matzah as one of the loaves, we have to make sure it is not even cracked, and here they

are only using a half a loaf.
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The same argument applies as to whether you have to eat one or two olives' worth of matzah
at the beginning of the seder. According to Rashi and the Tosfos and the Rosh, you have to
eat two: one olive's worth for the normal Lechem Mishna; and one for the matzah,
According to the Rambam, and Rabbi Moshe Feinstein actually follows the Rambam, you
would only need one olive's worth. We are not concerned about the Lechem Mishna on
Pesach; we are only concerned about the broken matzah, about the bread of affliction. What

is the philosophical basis of this disagreement?

It seems to me that the Rashi and the Tosfos and the Rosh and 95% of the Jews agree with
them, understanding that to get out of a broken condition, a person has to have a sense of
wholeness, unless they have a vision of how things could be and should be and can be. If a
person is found in a broken position, they will not be able to overcome unless they have a
vision of wholeness. We find that here in America where upper middle class people are
broken by the least problem because they have no vision of a future while immigrants who
come here with nothing are not daunted by the problems they face because they have a vision

of the future,

We must have a vision of the future to get out of trouble. Rabbi Soloveitchik said that the
purpose of the exile and slavery in Egypt was to teach the people who to have Rachmones,
compassion. However, this basically only works if a people have a vision of a better future.

Other people will say, "I had to suffer, you should suffer even more." We find that among
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people who have been hazed at fm(emitiés, etc. They are going to treat the incoming
freshmen even worse than they were treated. Unless a person has a vision of how things can

be and should be, he will not be able to deal with the present troubles.

Today, we read Shir HaShirim, the Song of Songs. We learned about the love that the
Jewish people had for G-d, and that G-d has for the Jewish people, how the Jewish people
were willing to go out of Egypt without any provisions, just matzah. They had faith in a
better future. We learn how the women of Egypt were sitting under an apple tree convincing
their husbands to have children and to continue. Love, though, is a difficult thing. People
think that falling in love is easy, but it is not. There are so many doubts. Is he marrying me
for my money? Is she marrying me because she wants security or to get a green card? Does
he just want a job with my father? Can I be open with him? Am I going to be hurt? Love
is a difficult thing. It opens you up to be hurt. It makes you dependent, but it can be a
wonderful thing if you have a vision of the future. Marriage, too, brings many problems.
After all, we say G-d made the original Adam both male and female, and then divided him in
half, so men and women are supposed to see the world through different eyes, which means
they are supposed to have arguments, but these arguments are meant to lead to greater
understanding, not less understanding. Do we have a vision of marriage where both parties
can grow and everybody flourishes? So many marriages founder because he does not put
away his clothes right away. She is a lousy housekeeper, etc. We know that we can be

overwhelmed by the little things, that we do not see the big picture. We need to see that big
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picture.

Rashi and the Tosfos and the Rosh say we need two and a half matzahs. Even in our broken
condition, when we have problems, we have to see the whole picture the way things can be
and could be because then we will work to overcome our problems. Otherwise, we will sink

in them and not be able to rise above them.

Why do we have harosis at the seder? After a:ll, the rabbi in the Talmud who said that
harosis is a mitzvah was overruled. The Gemora decides that harosis is not a mitzvah.
Harosis, which is sweet, according to the Gemora, is a mitzvah, but we all know that we dip
our bitter herbs in the harosis because we must be able to see even in our most bitter
experiences the sweetness of life. In the beginning of the seder when we invite the poor
people in, we say, "This is the bread of affliction,” We do not mention anything about the
Korban Pesach, and we do not mention anything about the bitter herbs. Why? Because we
know that if we can see the Lechem Mishna, the wholeness in life, G-d will help us as He
did with the Korban Pesach, and we will be able to overcome all our bitterness. Yes, we see
the brokenness of life, the broken matzah, but we know in our heart of hearts this is only a
temporary condition. We can overcome, and we will overcome as long as we have a vision

of what could be, what ought to be, and what can be.

1 am reminded of a story they tell about a young man who after he married his bride was
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given 40% of his father-in-law's company. His father-in-law put him in shipping and
everything was shipped to the wrong place. He put him in billing and all the bills were
mixed up. He put him in manufacturing and all the machines broke. He said, "Son, what
am I going to do with you?" His son-in-law replied, "Dad, buy me out.”™ All of us can
overcome. All of us can, if we have a vision of the future, survive everything as the Jews
who survived in Auschwitz did, and build a good future as they did. We must always,
though, keep in mind what life can be and should be. May we all do this so the Mashiach

will come quickly in our day. Amen.




